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Welcome to BERST 
We are pleased to present to you the first issue of the e-newsletter of BERST, the acronym of 

BioEconomy Regional Strategy Toolkit, which is a Coordination and Supply Action project 

supported by EU funding under the FP7 framework. Private and public stakeholders from EU 

regions and academics from EU universities and research institutes work together with the 

ambition to deploy the bioeconomy potential in European regions.  

 

The BERST project duration is from December 2013 to December 2015. The BERST consortium 

consists of 7 regional partners from Finland, Spain, Germany, the Netherlands and Greece; and 8 

research partners from United Kingdom, Greece, Germany, Belgium, Slovene and the Netherlands.  

 

The e-newsletter addresses researchers, policymakers and other stakeholders from within and 

outside the project who are interested in the latest research activities with regard to the regional 

bioeconomy. The newsletter will keep you updated two times a year. You can also visit our website 

www.berst.eu.  

 

 BERST team at CoP meeting in Straubing, March 2014. 

 

http://www.berst.eu/
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News from BERST team 
 

 

Contact: Myrna van Leeuwen (LEI Wageningen UR) 

 

 

Our regional partner BioCampus Sraubing hosted the 1st Community of Practice (CoP) 

meeting of the BERST project on 25 and 26 March 2014. As main activity on 25 March 2014, 

BioCampus Straubing organized the BERST Bioregions Conference with the title The Vision of a 

European Bioeconomy. Speakers from the regional and the European levels were announced by 

moderator Andreas Löffert (CEO, BioCampus Straubing GmbH).  

 Key note speaker Dr. Jürgen Wernicke, chairman of 

DECHEMA, emphasized the importance of bioeconomy regions and especially the support of the 

local communities. He mentioned logistics, political support, business support, connected R&D 

activities and funding as the key drivers for the successful establishment of bioeconomy regions. 

 A second activity of the Conference was the panel 

discussion, moderated by Senta Schmatzberger from FNR, on Perspectives of the bioeconomy for 

science, industry and regional strategies. Participants Dr. Hannu Koponen, Dr. Sigrid Winkler, Dr. 

Gloria Gaupmann and Prof.Dr.Volker Sieber agreed that a combination of political will, financing, 

The BERST kick-off meeting took place in The Hague 

on 9-10 December 2013. Eveline LeCoq, our EC project 

officer, and BERST partners from 8 research teams and 7 

regional teams joined the meeting. The major purpose of 

the kick-off meeting was to define a detailed work plan 

for BERST in which all partners are involved. All work 

package leaders and project partners contributed in 

achieving these objectives by presenting, discussing and 

finalizing their visions for the research ahead and 

defining cooperation details with others. Deliverables and 

milestones are the most essential output of the BERST 

project and form the core of the Work Packages. Our 

work programming and resource allocation need to be 

linked directly to these. 

 

mailto:Myrna.vanLeeuwen@uwr.nl
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At the 2nd day of the CoP meeting, 26 March 2014, 

the BERST partners discussed the take home 

messages from the BERST conference. Further, they 

explored the driving forces, in terms of indicators and 

measures, behind the development of the 

bioeconomy in the project regions involved in BERST 

project. The 1st Steering Committee meeting will take 

place on 3-4 July 2014 in London (United Kingdom) 

and is hosted by Imperial College. The 2nd CoP 

meeting, which will be open to the public, will take 

place in Ljubljana (Slovenia) at the end of August 

2014 and is hosted by Ljubljana University. Further 

information is published at the official BERST website 

(www.berst.eu). 

 

business commitment and R&D activities are crucial to starting successful bioeconomies. Read 

more: Straubing-sand conference 

 

Contact:  Andreas Löffert (Biocampus Straubing); Remco Kranendonk and Ingrid Coninx (Alterra 

Wageningen UR) 

 

  
 

Contact: Remco Kranendonk and Ingrid Coninx (Alterra Wageningen UR); Myrna van Leeuwen 

(LEI Wageningen UR) 

 

Interactions with platforms and stakeholders 
The BERST team has regular meetings with the BISO (Bioeconomy Information System and 

Observatory) team, coordinated by EC-JRC, in order to identify and to take advantages of 

synergies between both projects. The next meeting is planned for 3 June 2014 and will take place 

in Brussels. Objective of the meeting is to discuss about the relevance, availability and collection of 

regional bioeconomy data and information. 

Contact: Myrna van Leeuwen (LEI Wageningen); Damien Plan (EC-JRC)  

 

On 8 May 2014 Ben Gardiner of Cambridge Econometrics (WP1 lead partner) met with 

representatives of the S3 Platform and the Agri-life 

unit at the JRC-IPTS in Seville to present findings from 

the BERST project and discuss future linkages and 

synergies between BERST and bioeconomy activities at 

IPTS. The S3 platform contains information on regions 

that have registered and interest in bioeconomy as part 

of their proposed Smart Specialisation strategy, and 

although the focus within S3 is more on innovation and 

technology, there is a natural cross-over with regional 

bioeconomy and BERST that should not be ignored. The timeline of developments with the S3 

platform was discussed, in particular the finalisation of S3 plans and their expected appearance on 

the S3 website by September 2014. It is expected that the BERST project can make use of this 

information when identifying regions to contact for purposes of profiling and including within its list 

of bioregions. 

 

Contact: Ben Gardiner (Cambridge Econometrics) 

http://www.berst.eu/
http://www.straubing-sand.de/index.cfm?pid=1314&pk=102573
mailto:Andreas.Löffert@Biocampus-Straubing.de
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl
mailto:Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl;%20Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl?subject=Remco%20Kranendonk
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl;%20Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl?subject=Remco%20Kranendonk
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl;%20Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl?subject=Remco%20Kranendonk
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl;%20Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl?subject=Remco%20Kranendonk
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl;%20Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl?subject=Remco%20Kranendonk
mailto:Myrna.vanLeeuwen@uwr.nl
mailto:Damien.Plan@ec.europa.eu
mailto:bg@camecon.com
mailto:bg@camecon.com?subject=Ben%20Gardiner
mailto:bg@camecon.com?subject=Ben%20Gardiner
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WUR has identified new potential partners for the BERST network in Eastern Netherlands, the 

BioEconomy Innovation Cluster Eastern Netherlands (BICon) and in Northern 

Netherlands. The Eastern Netherlands region focuses on creating new value chains along manure, 

algae, slush, natural fibre and fresh biomass. They will participate in the BERST network activities 

and are willing to use the Toolkit in order to optimize choices, approaches and instruments in its 

regional development strategy. The bioeconomy in Northern Netherlands includes all relevant 

partners ranging from primary production, processing industries and clusters, to regional 

authorities. These stakeholders have quite some experience with bioeconomy-related projects and 

initiatives at regional level, which have in part been funded by Structural Funds. Some of this 

experience could be interesting in the context of the tools that is developed under the BERST 

project.  

 

WUR has made a first exchange with the co-chair of Climate KIC platform Bio Economy, in 

which the regional development is also acknowledged as a relevant perspective. The next step is to 

arrange the connection with some of the Regional Innovation Centres.  

 
Contact: Remco Kranendonk and Myrna van Leeuwen (WUR) 

  

Presentations, lectures, etc. 
 

CERTH, following an invitation by the Ionian University, has given a presentation on the BERST 
project during the first information day of the ADRIATINN project (http://www.adriatinn.eu/), in 
Corfu, Greece on the 15th of May 2014. 
 

VITO is giving a visual presentation on BERST (objectives, activities, outcomes) to the 22th 

European Biomass Conference, in Hamburg, 23-26 June 2014 (http://www.conference-

biomass.com/). 

 

WUR will have a poster presentation on the BERST objectives and progress to the 14th EAAE 

conference Agri-Food and Rural Innovations for Healthier Societies, in Ljubljana, 26-29 

August 2014.  

 

JAMK is giving an oral presentation in 24th September 2014 in Hämeenlinna, Finland, in the 

Finnish project ”Meetings for the Rural Researches and the Entrepreneurs”. The topic for the day is 

Bioeconomy and the renewable energy solutions. JAMK will also write a short article (in 

Finnish language) for an electronic paper published later by this project. The topic of presentation 

will be “Business from BioEconomy, case Central Finland” and the results of BERST so far will be 

presented as well.  

Alterra WUR will give a presentation in the ERRIN working group BioEconomy, in which 30 

European regions are participating. This event is expected to take place after the summer of 

2014. Followers are informed by newsletter, email and the BERST website.  

 

Calendar/Upcoming events 
 

The 1st Steering Committee meeting will take place on 3-4 July 2014 in London (United 

Kingdom) and is hosted by Imperial College.   

mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl;%20Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl?subject=Remco%20Kranendonk
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl;%20Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl?subject=Remco%20Kranendonk
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl;%20Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl?subject=Remco%20Kranendonk
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl;%20Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl?subject=Remco%20Kranendonk
http://www.adriatinn.eu/
http://www.conference-biomass.com/
http://www.conference-biomass.com/
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The 2nd CoP meeting, which will be open to the public, will take place in Ljubljana (Slovenia) at 

29 and 30th of August 2014 (preliminary) and is hosted by Ljubljana University. The program is 

not yet determined. Certainly the final reports of work package 1 and the draft report of work 

package 2 will be presented and discussed. Also, work package 3 (good practices) and work 

package 4 (regional profiling) will be elaborated in an inter-active way. Moreover, there is planned 

an excursion to PolyMat, Centre of Excellence for Polymer Materials and Technologies. This 

CoP2 meeting will be combined with the International 14th EAAE Congress: Agri-Food and Rural 

Innovations for Healthier Societies.  

 

For upcoming (and past) events related to the BERST project please have a look at our Website 

under News and Events 

 

 

BERST research and regional partners 
Find a complete list of research and regional partners involved in the BERST project at BERST 

Partners  

 

 

BERST working papers 

  BERST CoP meeting No 1 A reflection report of the 1st Community of 

Practice meeting in Straubing, 25-26 March 2014.  

 

  BERST CoP meeting No 1 Activities and experiences of the 1st Community 

of Practice meeting in Straubing, 25-26 March 2014.  

http://www.berst.eu/News.aspx
http://www.berst.eu/RegionalPartners.aspx
http://www.berst.eu/RegionalPartners.aspx
file:///D:/My%20Documents/__BERST/6.%20Dissemination/NewslettersFlyer/BERST%20CoP%20meeting

